The rapid change in the communication technologies plays a significant role in the transformation processes of societies. The studies studying the industrial revolution in two phases inform us that the first phase of the revolution involved a revolution in machinery while the second phase saw a revolution in technology. Fast forwarding to the twentieth century, however, one of the areas that has been affected greatly from the said technological revolution is education. The structural changes in education are essential for a new educational process that is consistent with a heterogeneous student population and independent of time and space. In this respect, the new education system in information age has been come to be called open and distance education. In the 21 st century, when the information age gave way to the human age, we see learner oriented education system. Putting the learner at the center of the educational process, this particular system puts an end to binary opposition between the subject and object. Having aimed at identifying students' perception of open and distance education systembeing the educational technology of the twenty first century-, the present study has been conducted with 69 students that were presently enrolled to the Anadolu University Faculty of Open Education and entitled to the certificate of honor. A metaphor analysis method was employed within the scope of this study. In order to evaluate the students' perception of open education system, this study adopted a "phenomenological method" as its qualitative research method as it seemed to be more suited to its purpose. In order to identify the students' perception of open education system, they were given a semi structured questionnaire form that contained the following statement "Open Education is like ………… Because it is ………………" and asked to convey their thoughts by focusing exclusively on a single metaphor. The answers from the participants were recorded by a camera, transcribed and analyzed through the spreadsheets created on an excel table. The participants of the study came up with 69 valid and 45 different metaphors regarding the concept of open education. Such metaphors were aggregated under 7 different conceptual categories. At the end of the study, it was established that the students enrolled to the Open Education System regarded open education as a means to access to information.
INTRODUCTION
Distance education left its mark in the educational systems of the developed and developing countries in the 20 th century. The most significant reason for such influence was the rapid development and expansion of the communication technologies. Today, technology, globalization and competitive dynamics influence all sectors of life. For this limitations observed in the teacher and learners when they are all present at the same time and place, Perraton mostly focuses on the concept of distance rather than the concept of open. That being said, however, some of the other points made by Perratonsuch as the costs of the learning processes, size of the target audience in learning, changing nature of costs with the choice of technology, opportunity to reach out to those who can otherwise never be reached through the traditional education system, building an educational system that will include dialogue, transforming teacher into a person that makes learning easier, multiple learning environments and the processes that support various different student activities-draw parallels to the flexibility and choice aspects of the concept of open (Aydin, 2011) .
The equivalence theory, put forward by Michael Simonson, maintains that it is a structured education system in which the learners are separate from one another as well as the teacher and educational resources and where communication between all elements is maintained through communication technologies (Aydin, 2011) . By this approach, Simonson draws emphasis to the co-learning processes of the concept of distance that is independent of time and space and underscores the fact that the structured learning experience should not be different. However, the concept of learning experience, being the most significant component of the Equivalence Theory, includes the observations, emotions or activities that facilitate learning. The students that have been educated in different times and places may require mixed learning processes that offer different learning experiences. In this respect, the educational designs should be able to cater for different student groups who demand different experiences (Aydin, 2011) 
. When considered in terms of the concepts of open and distance, it is seen that the system is built on the concept of open.
Assessing the theories of Simonson and Perraton, we note that the concepts of open and distance are employed together in shaping up the learning processes. However, what these two theories have in common is that they draw a particular attention to the flexible and optional learning experiences in designing the educational process. While the interaction and communication theories rely on the interaction between the teacher and learner, they transform the teacher into the agent that facilitates learning.
Due to the fact that open and distance learning is a new system; there are issues in identifying and explaining the concepts. An explanation intended for making people understand their life experiences in a certain area calls for a more in-depth explanation that is beyond the standard explanations ascribed to such experiences. In this respect, metaphors serve as systematic tools that contribute additional explanations to a concept and extend its application range. The metaphors developed freely by the study participants that allow to express their opinions and the analyses thereof enable us to achieve results in the open and distance learning related studies where the individuals are put at the center stage (Gunes & Firat, 2016 ).
We believe that using metaphors will be more effective than other methods in getting through the thoughts of the study participants while conducting open and distance learning studies that involve different places, different socio-economic levels and a more heterogeneous target group, based on equivalence theory, as opposed to the traditional education system. Difficulty in reaching out to a greater audience, failure of the sample to represent the general population at all times and the superficial results found by the questionnaires may compromise the data collection process.
Identifying the meaning of the open and distance learning for the open education system students independently of the concepts of open and distance is considered important in terms of measuring the students' perceptions regarding this particular education system. Moreover, it is also important to measure the perceptual differentiation on the part of the students with respect to the open/distance learning. As Derrida points out, presenting the relationship between the being and subject by point out the differentiation relationship is considered important in terms of pointing out the fact that the internalization of the object is actually the internalization of the subject itself (Derrida, 2010).
Derrida and Metaphor
The word metaphor derives from the Ancient Greek word 'metapherein' which translates as moving forward or conveying. Latin rhetoricians converted the word metaphor into the word translatio or transferentia (Karamehmet, 2012). According to Nisanyan's dictionary of etymology, the word metaphor is used in the sense of "Transfer and transformation" in Ancient Greek, the languages into which it is adopted describe the word as "in rhetoric, the use of a word outside its naturally ascribed meaning, as in semantic shift" (Nisanyan, 2010) . The both words above make noticeable reference to the sense of movement and conveyance (Karaahmet, 2012) . In going from its etymological origin to its philosophical background, we see that the word metaphor is actually represents a vehicle whereby the word itself actually conveys the meaning from one place to another.
Metaphors have been influential in the fields of philosophy and literature theory for the last two thousand years. Plato was the first philosopher to address the metaphors in the superficial sense, while more sophisticated studies into them are found in the works of Nietzsche and Derrida. Having associated the concept of metaphor with the claims of superiority and will to power, Nietzsche believes that the metaphor will be destroyed once it is ascribed to its original meaning (Karaahmet, 2012) . Derrida differs from all other thinkers who juxtapose the metaphor with the metaphysics of presence. Rejecting an independent realm of existence, Derrida argues that there cannot be a realm of meaning that is independents of signs.
The concepts of idea, substance, spirit of the world, god etc. all constitute the basis of a system of thoughts and forms where all other signs revolve around them. Derrida believes that every transcendental meaning along these lines is nothing more than a construct. There are certain signifies or meanings with respect to the signifiers such as Power, Freedom and Order that are given great importance in society. Sometimes such meanings are thought as if they were the origins of all other meanings. However, in order for such meanings to be valid, some other signifiers should have existed prior to such meanings. Whenever a source is thought of, there is always an immediate urge to go back to a starting point that precedes that source. However, such meanings cannot be seen by looking at the source, instead they can only be observed in line with certain purposes that spearhead the progression of all other meanings. One of the ways in which to comprehend the things in line with a purpose (telos) or teleology with reference to their etymology is to arrange the meanings in accordance with a certain hierarchy of meanings. Derrida suggests that every system of thought falling into the category of "metaphysics" is based on a pillar, foundation or an original principle. The original principles are, more often than not, described through "opposition" in relation to other concepts that are excluded by such principles. Such principles and the "oppositions" informed by such principles can always to subject to deconstruction (Sarup, 2004).
According to Derrida's language theory, signifier is not directly linked to the signified. There is no immediate reciprocal relationship between the signifier and the signified as espoused by the Saussurean philosophy. For Derrida, a word can never be one and the same with a thought. The signifiers and signifieds either disintegrate from one another or come together due to their being constantly involved in new combinations (Direk, 2004) . Derrida argues that the meaning is not immediately crystal clear whenever a sign is read out. Signs point to absence and the meaning is in constant motion throughout a chain of signs. Also known as 'non-location', this suggests that the meaning is never dependent on a single sign (Sarup, 2004).
In his article titled 'Difference', which he published in 1968, (Derrida, 1968 ), Derrida -in reference to the irreducible doubleness of the Latin word "differe"-talks about a law of temporal and spatial differentiation that never reveals its true identity despite enabling signs to fulfill their functions. In talking about the 'difference' Derrida makes references to Nietzsche, Saussure, Freud, Levinas and Heidegger.
Defined as 'metaphorical' by Madan Sarup, difference holds that the meaning constantly revolves around the vicinity. Here, 'difference' is the description that is given to the process of 'meaning revolving around the vicinity'. In this respect, the biggest fear of the regular language is the reproduction of meaning. In summary, Derrida's philosophy of 'difference' is a structural principle that holds that a description is about the negative and positive references that it makes to other texts rather than the thing for which the description is given. Meaning changes over time, and, in the final analysis, the attribution of meaning is infinitely deferred. No text can be put aside, thinking that is already decrypted (Rosenau, 1998) .
According to Derrida's philosophy and the chain of signs, while metaphor links the subject up to the object, it also remains present in the relationship between the being and the subject. The transcribed texts were then converted to excel spreadsheets. It was found that there were 45 valid metaphors. As a result of this study, and after having identified the conceptual categories based on Zaltman's metaphor themes and the characteristics pertaining to such categories, each metaphor was linked to the relevant category. At the end, 7 different conceptual category was identified. A coherency review was conducted to ensure the reliability of the study. During the data analysis stage, the researchers separated the metaphors into conceptual categories. And then an expert opinion was sought on the matter of qualitative research. The expert was provided with a list of metaphors in alphabetical order and the names of the determined conceptual categories. The expert was asked to match the metaphors with such conceptual categories. After having established the areas of agreement and disagreement with the expert, the Miles and Huberman formula (1994) (Reliability = Agreement/[Agreement+Disagreement]*100) was calculated. It was found that the coherence between the assessments of the expert and that of the researchers was around 92.75%. Since the result of the calculation was found to be over 90 percent, the desired reliability for the present study was deemed to have been achieved.
FINDINGS AND REMARKS
The metaphors developed by the Open Education students regarding the concept of "Open Education" and the 7 different conceptual categories developed by Gerald Zaltman and L. H. Zaltman (2008) based on "Marketing Metaphors" and the characteristics pertaining to each category were identified with the support of the sample metaphors created by the participants.
According to the findings of this study, the participants of came up with 46 valid metaphors regarding the concept of open education. (Table 1 ) 36 metaphors out of 45 (magic wand, beehive, treasure-fountain of knowledge, river-brook, running water, heart, plane tree, life, energy, magician, universe-space shuttle, exterior house door, umbrella-roof, rescue boat, light, magic power, tool, hatchling, the old aunt that dispenses advice in the neighborhood, sportsperson, sky, live computer, Wikipedia, relay race, home, air, the place where dreams come true, ladder, flour mill, an invisible giant, my source of happiness, Venus, miracle, added value, smart friend, mate, love) were created by one participant only. The remaining metaphors, on the other hand, were created by 2 to 9 participants. These include the following metaphors: sun (f=9), mother (f=6), friend (f=3), teacher (f=4), family (f=3), sea (f=2), tree With respect to the metaphor of journey, the participants created 11 metaphors. These include ladder, umbrella, roof, rescue boat, magician, life, space shuttle, friend (f=3), love, relay race, sportsperson and sea.
The examples of the metaphors created within this category are given below. "Relay race" "I endeavor to carry the flag I've received to the highest level possible." "Ladder" "It made me achieve the success I'd desired step by step. It gave me the opportunities that had been previously denied to me." "Umbrella, Roof" "You both study and be with your family at the same time. It makes you move up in the world." "Rescue boat" "After having graduated from high school, I could not get further education due to political reasons, as I was wearing headscarf at the time, but this provided me an opportunity." "Love" It is like love. It makes us look ahead with hope. " "Magician" It is a great opportunity for those who missed out on education in the past, thinking they could make up for it in the future, or those who lament about not having studied when they had the chance" In the second proposition, however, the event moves towards a person. The important thing to consider here is the accurate analysis of the trajectory between the subject and agent and the object and agent. The answers given by the participants for the metaphors they created indicate the destination of the movement. However, it should be noted that in the deeply intertwined metaphors, the binary opposition between the subject and object will be eradicated. When the metaphor of journey is evaluated in terms of the characteristics determined for the purposes of this study, we see that the students identify the open education as a known journey. However, with the metaphor of "love", we see that they identify a journey to the unknown. The common ground for all of the participants is that the open education is a means of overcoming obstacles and a path to success. Another deep meaning associated with the metaphor of journey is that we can embark on a journey with others just like we can do on our own and do it for the good of The metaphor of family also seems to give the impression of being stuck in the inner container, as opposed to the metaphors such the internet which describes, rather, an outer container.
With respect to the metaphor of connection, the participants created 4 different metaphors. These include mother (f=6), exterior house door, a friend living in a faraway place but who I can reach anytime I want and heart. The examples of the metaphors created within this category are given below. "I liken it to a good mother, a caring mother." "She provides me with everything, thinks of everything else. She reaches out to anyone anytime." "Mother" "It is as caring, trustworthy, happy and altruistic as mother, a university that has the scent of a mother." "A mother" "It embraces me like a mother, provides me opportunities like a mother." "Mother" "I've learned everything I know from my mother. Likewise, I can say that I've learned everything I know academically from the Open University. "Exterior House Door" "It is like the exterior house door, intertwined with the garden outside, it's as if I can find every information and everything that I'm looking for there. I'm at peace there, it doesn't upset me, I'm on my own and plan the way I'd like to go about my education." "Like a friend that lives in a faraway place but you can reach anytime you want" "I can call up my faculty directly and talk to them and make our complaints matter. I feel that we are not left to our own devices, despite the fact that we study physically away from the classroom we got to see our deans and chancellors." "It is the heart of the higher education mechanism." "It is the lifeline of education in every aspect." Individuals possess a basic urge or requirement which is defined by the sense of being connected and sometimes being disconnected (Zaltman & Zaltman, 2008) . The origins of this urge are traced back to the history of evolution and found in the process of sustaining the existence. For this reason, the sense of belonging is firmly entrenched in the behavioral patterns as a permanent urge. Ever since the conception, the sense of connection that is originally started with the umbilical cord guides our interaction with the social and physical environment. For this reason, when the deep meanings of the metaphors created herein are viewed, we see that they hint at a sense of connecting with the self and also with the outside world. Those defining the concept of open education with the metaphor of mother betray the urge of connection that originally started in their mother's womb. Through the connection conveyed by the metaphor of balcony between the inner world and outer world, the participants seem to regard open education as a safe connection between the comfort of the interior and distrust of the exterior. When we study the influence of the metaphor of connection on individuals, we see that individuals make connections between the events taking place around them. The participant that defines open education as the heart of the higher education system uses a strong metaphor to make connection between the Open Education System and other higher education programs and establishes the connection between himself and the open education system through a vital organ, namely the heart. With respect to the metaphor of source, the participants created 17 different metaphors. These include sun (f=9), air, source of happiness, old aunt in the neighborhood, teacher (f=4), teacher reflected in the mirror, smart friend, tree, Venus, mother (f=6), plane tree, energy, treasure, fountain of knowledge, beehive, light and internet. The examples of the metaphors created within this category are given below.
"Sun" "It is like the sun that warms and enlightens me and makes me feel alive as it has given me the opportunity to resume my career without delay and supported me and helped me out at every turn." "Sun" "It never lets you lose hope. Like you know there is light at the end of the tunnel, you know it will rise up like the sun." "Sun" "It holds light to my career, I study and work at the same time. When I finish school, it will help me immensely in getting promoted at work" "Sun" "It lightens up the area and enlightens the people in that area without realizing them." "Air" "I think of it like the air for those who do not have the chance to study at school but compelled to do so at home. Just like you won't be able to live without breathing you cannot survive without education." "My source of happiness" "I'm one of those people that love studying so much. Open education is right up my alley. I love doing homework. I feel content when I'm studying." "I liken it to the old uncles or aunts that tell tales or dispense advice in the neighborhood." "It guides our way." "A very valuable instructor/teacher… he is not there with you but you feel as though its reflection was in the mirror or projected through the mirror" "…. It gives us very valuable information, and therefore enlightens our world like the rays of the sun. It gives us life. Because life without science and knowledge is possibly the biggest dark abyss that one can find himself in. It is unique in that it takes us out of that bottomless hole." "I can liken it to a smart friend." "This friend is an immense source of information; you can learn things from him. You can obtain information from him as long as you want; he is your friend and he is always there for you." "Tree" "We can be the fruits or branches of that tree. We, too, become useful to others by dropping into soil from that tree and becoming a tree ourselves. While the metaphor of "internet" serves as a vehicle for important requirements such as self-realization and attainment of social superiority, it also describes a physical, social and psychological environment through the metaphor of container. In addition to the metaphors of transformation and container, the metaphor of internet also defines the accumulation and distribution of knowledge through the metaphor of source.
While the metaphor of "mother", on the other hand, describes the Open Education System as a comfortable and reliable structure, it also describes it as a system that accumulates and augments knowledge through its deep metaphors.
The metaphor of "friend" works with the deep metaphors of transformation, journey, connection and source. Catalyzing transformation for those coming from different value systems, the Open Education System is also described as a journey that helps people overcome obstacles. While it makes social connections work through the metaphor of connection, the deep metaphor of source is coded by the participants through sharing the accumulation of knowledge. 
CONCLUSION

